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The million dollar question?

• Are you prepared 

to interface with 

NTSB if there is 

an accident 

involving your 

organization? 

• Do you understand the party system?

• Who will be your party coordinator?

• Are you familiar with NTSB’s rules and practices? 



The Board

Chris Hart

Chairman
Robert SumwaltEarl Weener Bella Dinh-Zarr

Vice Chairman





Key Terms 

• IIC – NTSB Investigator-in-Charge of an 
investigation. 

• Group Chairman – NTSB investigator who leads a 
particular investigative group. 

- e.g., Operations Group Chairman 

• Party Coordinator – the lead person for a party to the 
investigation. 

- e.g., if your organization is a party to the investigation, 
this person will be the primary point person for all 
investigative activities within your organization.  



To Report an Accident

Contact the NTSB's 24-hour 

Response Operations Center (ROC) at 

844-373-9922



Determining the 

level of response



DIFFERENT TYPES OF 

INVESTIGATIONS

NTSB Investigations 



Different Types of NTSB Investigations

Data Collection Accident 
(“C-Form”) 

- Non-injury GA accidents

- No airworthiness issues 



Different Types of NTSB Investigations

Limited Investigation



Different Types of NTSB Investigations

Regional Investigation





Different Types of NTSB Investigations

Go-Team Investigation



STAGES OF AN INVESTIGATION

NTSB Investigations 



Arrival on Scene



Initial “Walk-through”



Organizational Meeting 

• Lay out investigative protocols

• Designate parties to the investigation

• Form investigative groups 



Investigative Groups

• Powerplants

• Structures

• Systems

• Operations

• Human performance

• Survival factors

• Airworthiness

• ATC

• Transportation Disaster 

Assistance

• Meteorology

• Recorders





Nightly 

Progress 

Meetings



Investigative Hearing





Board Meeting



PARTIES TO AN INVESTIGATION

NTSB Investigations 



The Party Process

• The NTSB designates parties to the 
investigation to those organizations 
that can provide technical expertise.

• Typically parties may include: 
- FAA (by law)

- Operator

- Airframe and engine manufacturers

- Major component manufacturers

- Pilot, ATC, maintenance, and flight attendant union 
representatives

- Airport authorities

- First responders



Value of the Party System 

• Parties provide 
technical expertise

• Parties provide 
checks and balances 
to the process of 
accident investigation

• Transparency

• Immediate corrective 
actions







Investigative Groups

• Powerplants

• Structures

• Systems

• Operations
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• How to obtain party status.

• What equipment do you need?  



KEEPING OUT OF TROUBLE

NTSB Investigations 



Keeping out of trouble 

• Do not speculate on the 
cause of an accident with 
the press

• Do not withhold information 
from the NTSB

• Do not conduct a parallel 
investigation  

• Always plan for and devote 
the proper resources to the 
investigation



VERY IMPORTANT!!

• If you are a party to an NTSB 

investigation, all information 

related to the actual investigation

must come from the NTSB. 



This is not a gag order 

• We want one voice 

of the investigation.

- The NTSB is that 

voice.  

• Parties may discuss 

things not directly 

related to the actual 

investigation. 



If you can say it the day before the 

accident, you can probably say it 

after the accident. 

RULE OF THUMB



Washington Post

November 1, 2015





To be safe, clear press releases with 
NTSB Investigator-in-Charge or Public 
Affairs Office before releasing 
information. 

A GOOD PRACTICE 



TAKE HOME POINTS

NTSB Investigations 



Take home points

1. Become a party member

2. Make party submission

3. Meet with Board Members before 

Board Meeting



PETITION FOR 

RECONSIDERATION

NTSB Investigations 



Petition for Reconsideration 

• Discovery of new 

evidence 

• Showing that the 

Board’s findings are 

erroneous

- 49 CFR 845.41




